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Stalled	  on	  the	  road	  to	  adulthood?	  

Holis1cally	  measuring	  travel	  changes	  for	  young	  adults	  in	  America,	  1995-‐2009	  

KELCIE  M  RALPH

AIM
I  use  travel  types  to  holisAcally  
characterize  the  travel  paDerns  of  
young  adults  (age  16-‐36)  so  
policymakers  can  beDer  
understand  how  travel  paDerns  
changed  over  Ame.
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Note:  Black  bars  reflect  the  25th  and  75th  percenAle  values

THE  FIVE  TRAVEL  TYPES HOW  PREVALENT  WAS  EACH  TYPE?
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REASEARCH QUESTIONS 

DATA NEEDS 

NaAonal  travel  survey  in  2009  (n=27,384)


To  analyze  change  over  Ame:
1995  (n=18,779)  &  2001  (n=22,339)

DATA USED 

Using  seven  variables:  three  from  the  survey  
day  and  four  on  longer-‐term  travel  paDerns  

Number  of  trips
Miles  of  travel

Share  of  miles  by  automobile
Licensed  driver  (y/n)
Annual  miles  driven

RaAo  of  automobiles  to  adults  in  household
Frequency  of  public  transit  use  in  past  month

LATENT PROFILE ANALYSIS 

FEWER  DRIVERS,  MORE  CAR-‐LESS

FEWER  MILES,  FEWER  TRIPS
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Percentage point change in travel 
type prevalence from 1995 to 2009 

Drivers  77-79% 

Trekkers 3-5% 

Urbanistas 2-3% 

Multimodals 2-3% 

Car-less 12-14% 
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TRAVEL  PATTERNS  IN  2009

QUESTIONS  AND  DATA


