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Outline 
• Earthquakes and urbanized spaces: why 

should we care?  
• Background  

– Mexico City, 1985 
– Los Angeles, 1994 

• Agency Response 
– Housing 
– Transportation 

• Fast-Forward 
– Mexico City, 2014 
– Los Angeles, 2014 

• Where do we go next? Recommendations 
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Earthquakes and Urbanized Spaces 
• 75 million Americans in 39 states 
• 370 million people world-wide  
• Cities concentrate people and economic 

resources, which result in bigger disasters 
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Mexico City, 1985 
• September 19, 7:15am 
• 8.1 magnitude 
• 2 minutes 
• 9,500 fatalities 
• ~$5 billion in reconstruction 

Photo Credit: Rhoda and Burton, Geo-Mexico; The Yucatan Times.  



Los Angeles, 1994 
• January 17 at 4:30am 
• 6.7 magnitude 
• 60 fatalities 
• $13-$20 Billion in damages 

Photo Credit: Southern California Weather Authority; Damien Newton, Streetsblog 



Interagency Response: Housing 
Five “Critical Outputs” Mexico City: RHP program Los Angeles: Ghost Town 

program 
Rapid action 4000 units built in two 

years 
7000 units built in two 
years 

Massive funding $392 million committed $200 million committed 
Community outreach negotiated agreement community partnerships 
Improved conditions tenure shift to ownership neighborhood stability 
Institutional coordination vertical integration in 

housing sector 
horizontal integration with 
multiple sectors 
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Interagency Response: 
Transportation 

• Vertical vs. 
Horizontal 
Integration 

 
• Resource-sharing, 

standard 
operating 
procedures, 
cooperation 

 
• Declaration of 

emergency Photo Credit: Wachs and Kamel 



Mexico City, 2014 
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Los Angeles, 2014 
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Where do we go next? 

• Technological advancement and 
investment 

• Social implications of policies  
• Continued and reinforced vertical and 

horizontal integration 
• Interaction between earthquakes and 

climate change 
 



Earthquakes and Climate Change 

• Compounded 
vulnerabilities 

• Exaggerated 
risks 

• Interacting 
policies  

Photo Credit: USGS  



Summary 

• Earthquakes and urbanized space  
• Mexico City 1985 and Los Angeles 1994 
• Agency response 
• Policy and planning in 2014 
• Recommendations for future work 

 
Thank you! 


